
TRADING WITH

SRI LANKA



Embassy of Sri Lanka,

Ankara, Turkey



BILATERAL
RELATIONS



Ancient Silk Route



ÅDiplomatic/ consular relations between Sri Lankans and
Turks were established when the Ottoman Empire
appointed the First Honorary Consul in Ceylon Mr .
Hassen Lebbe Marikkar in 1864. His second son Mr .
Abdul Majeed succeeded him as the Turkish Consul
from 1891to 1903.





ÅFollowing the Sri Ncpmcĩuindependence on 4 February
1948, the two countries established diplomatic relations .
The Embassy of the Republic of Turkey in New Delhi
was accredited to Sri Lanka while the Sri Lankan Mission
in Cairo and later Tel Aviv were accredited to Turkey .



SRI LANKA - TURKEY BILATERAL TRADE

Sri Lankaƀs Exports to Turkey  (2017) 232.68 million USD  / + 121,59% increase from 
105 million USD (20 16)

Up to  September 2018 166.02 million USD

Sri Lankaƀs Imports from Turkey (2017) 70.94 million USD

Up to  September 2018 56.05 million USD



SRI LANKA AND TURKEY

ÅBilateral Investments

ÅSome of the Turkish firms operating in Sri Lanka are ; THY- BEKO- AKSA Generators - Beta Food 
Industry and Trading Co , - Ceylon Mahmood Tea International ( Pvt ) Ltd. Lanka Ballooning (Pvt.) 
Ltd. 

ÅConstruction & Engineering companies namely Enka ģRönesans, TÜMA ¤(Hospital Project) etc. 

ÅThere are 9 registered companies with Sri Lankan capital operating in Turkey .

ÅOther key milestones

ÅFuture potential - areas for further cooperation
Å (In the JCETC concluded in November 2016, both countries have decided to work towards to 

increase the trade volume to 500 million USD by 2020.)



SOME TURKISH COMPANIES IN SRI 
LANKA



COLOMBO

COMMERCIAL CAPITAL

COLOMBO

LAND AREA

65,610 KM 2

POPULATION (2017)

21.4 MILLION

GDP (2017)

USD 87.2 BILLION

STRUCTURE OF ECONOMY (2017)

SERVICES 60 %

INDUSTRY 31%

AGRICULTURE 9 %



International Trade

Exports

Imports

Market Access ģTrade 
Agreements
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E Key Export Products

Apparel

Rubber

Ship Building

Gems

Ceylon Tea

Ceylon Cinnamon

Fish Products

Others

Key Export Services

IT/BPO

Value Added Logistics

Tourism



INTERNATIONAL
TRADE



Sources: Annual Report (various years),Central Bank of Sri Lanka
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EXPORTS



Source:  Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual External Sector Statistics, Department of Census and Statistics National Accounts 2015 Central Bank Annual Report 2017

TOP 5 PRODUCTS
AS % OF TOTAL EXPORTS

(2017)

45%
14%
7.5%

4%

4%

Spices

Petroleum Products

Rubber Products

Tea

Textiles & Garments

EXPORTS



TOP 5 MARKETS

Source:  Central Bank Annual Report 2017

% OF TOTAL EXPORTS (2017)

USA
26%

EU
29% UAE

3%

INDIA
6.7%

CHINA
4%

EXPORTS



LEADING GROWTH SECTORS
Annual average % growth

(2012 ģ2017)

Agricultural Exports Industrial Exports

Source: SL Customs Data 201 - 2017

EXPORTS



Statistics on Services provided by Sri Lanka 
to the World(US$ Million)
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Source: Central Bank Annual Reports

TOP 6 SERVICES
AS % OF TOTAL 

SERVICE EXPORTS
(2017)

47%
33%
11%

5%

2%

Telecommunications

Financial & Business

IT services

Transport

Travel

Insurance

2%

EXPORTS



LEADING SERVICE GROWTH SECTORS
Annual average % growth

(2012Ž2017)

Source: SL Customs Data 2012 - 2017

EXPORTS

v v v



IMPORTS



Source:  Central Bank of Sri Lanka, Annual External Sector Statistics, Department of Census and Statistics National Accounts 2017 Central Bank Annual Report 2017.

TOP 5 IMPORTS
AS % OF TOTAL 

IMPORTS 
(2017)

Refined petroleum 
and crude oil

Other category (including 
foods & beverages etc)

Textiles & 
Textiles Articles

Gold, Base metals & 
plastics & Articles 

Chemical products

15%

14%

12%

9%

5%

IMPORTS



TOP 5 MARKETS

Source:  Central Bank Annual Report 2017

% OF TOTAL IMPORTS (2017)

Singap
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IMPORTS



LEADING GROWTH SECTORS
Annual average % growth

(2012 Ž2017)

Source: SL Customs Data 2015 - 2017

IMPORTS



FTAS &
PREFERENTIAL ACCESS 

TO KEY MARKETS



AGREEMENTS FOR PREFERENTIAL MARKET ACCESS

SIGNED AND IN EFFECT

Å SAFTA (South Asian Free Trade Area- 2006)

Å SAPTA (SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement- 1993)

Å APTA (Asia Pacific Trade Agreement- 1975)

Å ISFTA (India Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement-2000)

Å PSFTA ( Pakistan Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement- 2005)

Å Singapore ïSri Lanka Free Trade Agreement -2018



AGREEMENTS FOR PREFERENTIAL 
MARKET ACCESS

1. Indo - Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement

2. Pakistan ςSri Lanka Free Trade Agreement

3. Singapore ςSri Lanka Free Trade Agreement

4. Asia ςPacific Trade Agreement-China, Bangladesh, India, Lao, 
Republic of Korea and Sri Lanka.

5. South Asian Free Trade Area (SAFTA)-Afghanistan, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan, India, Nepal, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka

6. SAARC Preferential Trading Arrangement (SAPTA) - Bangladesh, 
Butan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 



AGREEMENTS FOR PREFERENTIAL MARKET ACCESS

UNDER NEGOTIATIONS

üSri Lanka Ž
China



ARRANGEMENTS FOR PREFERENTIAL MARKET ACCESS

Sri Lanka obtained EU 
GSP Plus facility from 

European Union  in 2016

EU GSP+
Gaining duty free access to 

the European Union



KEY EXPORT 
PRODUCTS



SRI LANKAN 
APPAREL
Producer of Top Quality, Ethical Fashion 


